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PRAYER befre SERMON. 


O Tov infinitely great and glorious God ! 
whoſe providential ſway extendeth over all thy 
works! Gop of the armies of Heaven! guar- 
dian Gop of nations, as well as individuals here 
upon EAx TR 

Look down in mercy, we beſeech thee, upon 
the whole human race] and haſten that glorious 
period, in which all the kingdoms of the world 
ſhall become the kingdoms of the Loxp and of 
his CHRIST | 

Shower down thy peculiar bleffings upon the 
aniverſal church, even the whole congregation 
of chriſtian people, to whatever ſect or denomi- 
nation they may belong ! 

And herein, accept our moſt fervent prayers 
m behalf of thy ſervant, but our dread Sovereign 
Lord King Geox. Endue him plenteouſly 
with heavenly gifts, and grant him in health and 
wealth long to live! Inſpire him with the true 
ſpirit of wiſdom and government! Teach him, 
that his higheſt temporal glory muſt conſiſt in 
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preſerving to a free people their undoubted birth- 
rights as men, and as Britons ! 

Remove far from his Royal Perſon all thoſe, 
who would ſeck to change his government into 
oppreſſion, and. to gratify their own licentious 
deſires at the expence of the blood and treaſure 
of his ſubjects ! 

Surround him with counſellors eminent for 
their; piety and virtue, well acquainted with, and 
well affected to our happy conſtitution, equally 
diſtinguiſhed for their exemplary conduct in pri- 
vate life, and their diſintereſted attention to the 
public weal! 

Extend thy compaſſionate regards to the whole 
body of his ſubjects, as well in Great-Britain 
and-Ireland as in-theſe his American dominions. - 
Heal, O Father of mercies, heal, we beſeech 
thee, our preſent unhappy diviſions! Let us 
once more rejoice in that delightful union and 
intercourſe wnich-hath heretofore ſubſiſted be- 
twixt us and our Parent-land ; and remove eve- 
ry (envious obſtacle, that may yet hinder us 
from embracing as brethren of the ſame family! 
For this moſt deſirable purpoſe, we pray, that 
thou would be in a peculiar manner preſent with 
all thoſe, who are entruſted with our great Ame- 
rican 


( 

rican cauſe, as well in council as in the field! 
Give them wiſdom to deviſe, and firmneſs to ex- 
ecute, ſuch meaſures for the reſtoration of public 
peace and harmony, as may conſiſt with that true 
Liberty, which 1s equally removed from baſe li- 
centiouſneſs on the one hand, and as baſe. ſub- 
miſſion and lavery on the other 
| And, while we are thus contending for our 
temporal rights, O ſuffer us not to forget, or be 
Jeſs zealous for thoſe more important ſpiritual 
privileges, which have been purchaſed for us by 
a Redeemer's blood | deliver us from the bond- 
age of our corruption ! Enable us to ſtand faſt 
in our goſpel freedom ! And, after ſeeking firſt 
the eſtabliſhment of thy Kingdom and the right- 
eouſneſs thereof in our hearts, may we hope and 
truſt with full confidence in thee, our God and 
Father, that all other bleſſings of a teniporal na- 
ture will be added unto us 

Theſe things we alk, not for any merits of 
our own, but for the fake and through the me- 
rits of the dear ſon of thy love CurIST* Jesus 
our Lob, in whoſe moſt bleſſed name and 
words, we humbly and affeQionately addreſs 
Th: e 8s - 


* & Our Father which art in, Heaven ! &c. 
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SERMON, &. 


GALATIANS TCHAP. V. 
Part of rirgsT Verſe, 


Stand faſt, therefore, in the Liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made us free, | 


GENTLEMEN of the Fixsr BATTALION 
of the City and Liberties of PaiLaDELPHIA, 


- THOUGH I readily accepted of the invitation, 
with which you were pleaſed to honour me, and 
am fully ſatisfied that there can be no improprie- 
ty in complying with your requeſt, yet I confeſs, 
that I now feel ſuch an uncommon degree of 
diffidence, as nothing but a ſenſe of duty, and a 
ſincere ſympathy with you in your preſent trying 
circumſtances, could enable me to overcome. 
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The occaſion is of the firſt importance: the ſub- 
ject in a great meaſure new to me—Throwing 
myſelf, therefore, upon your candor and indul- 
gence, conſidering myſelf under the twofold cha- 
rafter of a miniſter of Ixsus CHRIST, and a 
FELLOW-CITrIz Ex of the ſame ſtate, and invol- 
ved in the ſame public calamity with yourſelves ; 
and looking up for counſel and direction to the 
ſource of all wiſdom, © who giveth liberally to 
thoſe that aſk it“. J have made choice of a paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture, which will give me an oppor- 
tunity of addrefling myſelf to you as Frere, 
both in the ſpiritual and temporal ſenſe of the 
word ; and of ſuggeſting to you ſuch a mode of 
conduct, as wilt be moſt likely, under the bleſ- 
ſing of Heaven, to enſure to you the enjoyment 
of theſe two kinds of Liberty. Stand faſt, there- 
fore, in the Liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free. | | 


The inſpired Author of this excellent Admo- 
nition was ſo ſenſible of the invaluable bleſſings 
and comforts that reſulted from that free ſpirit, 
with which Jzsus ChRIs through his Miniſtry, 
had eſtabliſhed his Galatian Converts, that he 
was jealous of the leaſt attempt to deſtroy or even 
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obſtruct in them its life-giving operation, He 
could not brook the narrow ſpirit of thoſe Ju- 
daizing Chriſtians, who, from the moſt ſelfiſh 
and illiberal motives, ſought to force a yoke up- 
on the necks of their Gentile Brethren, which 
neither they themſelves nor their Fathers had 
been able to bear. Theſe Gentiles too he ſevere- 
ly reproves for not maintaining their ground, 
and aſſerting their Goſpel Freedom againſt the 
inſidious devices of their Brethren, who only 
wanted to bring them into ſervitude, © that they 
might glory in their fleſh.” O fooliſh Galatians ! 
rho hath bewitched you? He aſcribes their 
blindneſs and infatuation to ſome diabolical 
charm, which had locked up the powers of their 
free-born ſpirits, and made them tamely ſubmit 
to laviſh, carnal ordinances, which the Goſpel 
of Jesus had entirely exploded and aboliſhed. 
He reminds them, by a ſpirited explication of a 
moſt ſtriking allegory, that they were not “ chil- 
dren of the bond-woman, but of the free; that 
their obſervance of the ceremonial law was a tris 
þute, which they were not bound to, pay; or, if 
they ſhould be ſo weak as to ſubmit to it, that it 
could not emancipate them from the bondage of 
earth and hell; but that their real freedom, their 

| | full 
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full and compleat juſtification, their happineſs 
temporal and eternal, were only to be acquired by 
a vigorous exertion of thoſe ſpiritual powers 
within themſelves, which, thruugh the riches of 
Gop's free grace in CH ISH Jesvs, had been 
communicated to their ſouls. He concludes this 
part of his addreſs with the truly noble and apo- 
ſtolical precept of my text: Stand faſt, therefore, 
in the Liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
free. 


Having thus briefly opened the occaſion and 
meaning of the words, I ſhall proceed to ſhew, 
in the firſt place, what we are to underſtand by 
that ſpiritual Liberty, * wherewith Chriſt hath 
made us free, and what kind of conduct that 
muſt be, which is here expreſſed by the words 
fand faſt.” 


T. However ſevere, my dear Brethren, the loſs 
of our temporal Liberties may be, there is cer- 
tainly a Bondage far more ſevere than this, yea, 
far more cruel than that of IsRaz under their 
EcyeTian Taſk-maſters. A Bondage, not only 
to men, but to the fallen ſpirits of darkneſs, 
ſeeking to exerciſe over us a joint power and do- 

minion 
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minion with our own irregular and corrupt paſ- 
ſions. A Bondage univerſal, from which no 
Son of Adam hath ever been exempt ; a tyran- 
ny, whoſe baleful influences have been felt from 
the fall of man down to this yery day. It has 
ſeized not only upon the body, but upon the foul. 
It has erected its throne in the heart, and from 
thence impoſes its arbitrary decrees, It is confin- 
ed to no age or ſex, no ſtate or condition of hu- 
man life. High and low, learned and unlearn- 
ed, the ſavage and the ſage, are alike the victims 
of this deſpotic power, alike ſlaves by nature 
under this bondage of corruption, 


It is perpetually manifeſting itſelf 1 a va- 
riety of forms, according to our prevailing de- 
fires and purſuits, It follows us into the Sanc- 
tuary of God, It ſteals into our private devo- 
tions, It gives a phariſaical tincture to our beſt 
good works, Ir reigns as a maſter and abſolute 
Sovereign in the wicked and unregenerate. Yea, 
i frequently enters the moſt ſpiritual and rege- 
nerate hearts in hoſtile form, and ſeeks to ſhake 
their confidence in the goodneſs of their true and 
* Sovereign, and their humble hope of 
deliver- 
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deliverance through the redeeming power of his 
ever-bleſſed Son. | 


Now, who would not wiſh to be delivered 
from ſuch a bondage as this? And yet, my 
brethren, ſuch a wiſh cannot be formed, *till, 
by divine grace, the free. born powers of the ſoul 
are brought to be ſenfible of their burden, and 
to groan beneath the weight of oppreſſion. . © The 
zobole (or they that think themſelves whole) need 
not a Phyſician, but they that are fick.“ The 
madman hugs his chains, as if they were enſigns 
of royalty. Inſenſible of his calamity, he cannot 
even wiſh for relief. 


But no ſooner does the child of grace, the off- 
spring of Heaven, come to feel the bondage of 
the infernal uſurper; no ſooner does he find him- 
ſelf harraſſed and oppreſſed by the obedience 
which he exacts to his unrighteous laws; no 
ſooner is he convinced, that ſuch an obedience 
muſt terminate in everlaſting ſlavery and wretch- 
edneſs, than he awakens from his ſleep of ſecuri- 
ty, and turns to and avails himſelf of that light, 
and ſtrength, and ſpiritual courage, and conſtan- 
cy, which his Redeemer is ever at hand to im- 
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part, and without which he feels himſelf abſo- 
lutely unequal to the conflict, and incapable of 
extricating himſelf from the ignoble ſervitude. 


From hence then it appears, that the Liberty, 
with which Chriſt hath made us free, is nothing 
leſs than ſuch a releaſe from the arbitrary power 
of ſin, ſuch an enlargement of the ſoul by the 
efficacy of divine grace, and ſuch a total ſurren- 
der of the will and affections, to the influence 
and guidance of the divine Spirit, (“ for we are 
made a willing people in the day of God's power) 
as will enable us to live in the habitual chearful 
practice of every grace and virtue here, and qua- 
lify us for the free, full and uninterrupted enjoy. 
ment of heavenly life and Liberty hereafter. 


Theſe glorious privileges being once obtained, 
the ſinner being once juſtified, and adopted into 
the family of God, and having received the ſeal of 
his heavenly citizenſhip, the conduct recommen- 
ded to him in my text, as the moſt effectual for 
the preſervation of theſe privileges, is here ex- 


preſſed by the words ** Stand. faſt :“ that is to 
lay: 


Main- 


1 
© Maintain, firm and unſhaken, the ground 
which CarisT hath given you. Be ever vigilant 
and prepared againſt the open or inſidious attacks 
of your adverſary.” 


He is not commanded to march upon the 
Devil's ground, to ſeek out the tempter or the 
temptation, in order to make a trial of his 
ſtrength, or merely that he may have the. honour 
of a victory: But only to and faſt, to at 
upon the defenſive, and armed at all points with 
a celeſtial panoply, to be ready to reſiſt and re- 
pel the moſt daring attempts of his perfidious 
foe: as well knowing, that if he ſuffers himſelf 
to be taken captive, ſlavery and woe muſt be his 
everlaſting portion; but, if he comes o con- 
queror from the conflict, that the life, liberty 
and joys of Heaven will be his everlaſting re- 
ward. 


Thus far have travelled in in a well known 
path, and ſpoken a language familiar to moſt of 


| You, and which you have long been accuſtomed 


to hear from this Pulpit, 
II. I am 


ts 3 
II. I am now to ſtrike into another path, 
which, though it may not always terminate in 
ſuch glorious ſcenes of never-ending felicity as the 
former, yet, if ſtedfaſtly purſued, will conduct 
the ſons of men to an happineſs, of an inferior 
kind indeed, but highly neceſſary to their pre- 
ſent temporary ſtate of exiſtence in this world, 


If sriarruar LIBERTY calls upon its pious 


Votaries to extend their views far forward to a 


glorious HerEaFTER, Civil LiBeRTY mult at 
leaſt be allowed to ſecure, in a conſiderable de- 


gree, our well-being HERE. And I believe it will 


be no difficult matter to prove, that the latter is 
as much the gift of Gop in Car1sT Jesvs as the 
former, and conſequently that we are bound to 
ſtand faſt in our civil as well as our SPIRITUAL 


Fg EE DOMͤ. 


From what hath been ſaid under my firſt head 


of diſcourſe, I think it muſt appear, that Li- 
BERTY, traced to her true ſource, is of heavenly 
extraction, that divine Virtue is her illuſtrious 
parent, that from eternity to eternity they have 


been and muſt be inſeparable companions, and 
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that the hearts of all intelligent beings are the 


hving temples, in which they ought to be jointly 
worſhipped. 


We have the authority of divine Revelation 
tb aſſert, that this globe of earth was once the 
favoured ſpot, on which ſhe was ſent-to reſide, 
and that the firſt man felt and enjoyed her divine 
influence within and around him. But the ſame 
Revelation tells us, what our own experience 
cannot but confirm, that when man loſt his vir- 
tue, he loſt his Liberty tuo; and from that fatal 
period, became ſubje& to the bondage of cor- 
ruption, the ſlave of irregular paſſions, at war 
with himſelf and his own ſpecies, an alien from 
his native country, a ſorrowful ftranger and a 
weary pilgrim in this worid of woe. 


It was not only to put him into a capacity of 
regaining his forfeited heavenly bliſs, but to miti- 


oate, likewiſe, the forrows of his carthly ſojourn, 


chat the EverLAsTING Jxsvs, in and by whom 


Gop originally created man, vouchſafed to com- 


municate to him,; when fallen, a ray of hope, 
ha light, wiſdom, power and 
gaodneſs;,by which, through the effectual work- 


ings. 
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ings of his grace, he might, in future time, in- 
ſpire him and his hapleſs poſterity with ſuch 
principles as would lead them to know, contend - 
for and enjoy Liberty in its largeſt, nobleſt ex- 
tent. 


Whate'er of order, truth, equity and good 
government 1s to be found among the ſons of 
men, they are ſolely indebted for to this EvxR- 
LASTING COUNSELLOR, this PRINCE or Peace. 
By nature ſurrounded with innumerable wants, 
which his own ſingle unaſſiſted hand could by 
no means ſupply, expoſed to innumerable dan- 
gers, which his utmoſt ſtrength and ſharpeſt 
foreſight could not poſſibly, ward off, it muſt 
ſurely have been this wispom or THEY FaTae, 
that firſt taught man, by SOCIAL COMPACT, to 
ſecure to himſelf the poſſeſſion of thoſe neceſ- 
faries and comforts, which are ſo dear and 
valuable to his natural life. And though no 
particular mode of government is pointed out to 


us in his holy goſpel, yet the benevolent ſpirit of 
that goſpel is directly oppoſed to every other 
form, than ſuch as has the common coop of 
mankind for its end and aim, 


Now 
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Now this common coop is matter of comMMon 
FEELING. And hence it is, that our beſt writers, 
moral and political, as well Clergy as Laity, 
have aſſerted, that true government can have no 
other foundation than common consEnNT. Tis 
the power, the wiſdom, the majeſty of the people 
committed to ONE, tO a FEW, or to MANY—Yea, 
in ſome hitherto favoured ſtates, the one, the 
Ew, and the MANY, have been entruſted to- 


gether, that they might mutually controul aud 
be controuled by each other. 6 


be h therefore, as this ſolemn Dele- 
gation was intended for the good of the whole; 
inaſmuch as all Rulers are in fact the Servants of 
the Public, and appointed for no other purpoſe 
than to be © A teror to evil. doers, and a praiſe to 


them that do well; whenever this divine order is. 


inverted, whenever theſe Rulers abuſe their ſa- 
cred truſt, by unrighteous attempts to injure, 
oppreſs, and enſlave thoſe very perſons, from 
whom alone, under Gop, their power is dc- 
rived—does not humanity, does not reaſon, does 
not ſcripture call upon the Man, the Citizen, 
the Chriſtian of ſuch a community to * end 
faft in that Tiberly wherewith Chriſt (in their 

| very 
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yery birth, as well as by ſucceeding appoint- 
ments of his Providence) hath made them free ? 


The Apoſtle enjoins us to? ſubmit to every or- 
dinance of man for the Lord's ſake.” But ſurely 5 
ſubmiſſion to the unrighteous ordinances of un- 
righteous men, cannot be © for the Lord's ſake: 
For © He loveth Righteouſneſs, and his Counte- 
nance beholds the things that are juſt.” - | 


Poſſeſſed, therefore, of thefe principles 
Principles, upon which the preſent conſtitution 
of Britain was happily ſettled at one of her 
moſt glorious and memorable æras, and upon 
which alone it can ſtill be ſupported - Poſſeſſed 
of theſe principles, I truſt it will be no difficult 
matter to ſatisfy your conſciences with reſpect 
to the righteouſneſs of the cauſe in which you 
are NOW engaged. 


The ſtruggle, tis true, is an unnatural one, 
The hard neceſſity of ſtanding upon our defence 
againſt our brethren, children of the ſame family, 
educated in the ſame manners, the ſame religion 
with ourſelyes, bound together by a long re- 
ciprocation of endearing offices, by a long par- 

Rog Rcipatinn 
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ficipatign-of common bleſſings, and of common 
dangers and diſtreſſes, mutually protecting and 


Protected by each other. The hard ne- 
ceſſity, I ſay, of defending ourſelves, our juſt 


| and undoubted rights againſt ſuch unnatural 


adverſaries, (though ſadly to be lamented, as 
one of the heavieſt judgments with which 
Heaven could viſit us for our iniquities) ought 
not, however, to make us ſurrender at diſ- 
cretion, or diſcourage us from * landing faſt 
in that Liberty, wherewith Chriſt (as the great 


providential governor of the world) hath made 
4 Tree.” 


| We venerate the Parent Land from whence our 
progenitors came. We wiſh to look up to her as 
the GVvARDIAx, not the Invavir of her child. 
ren's rights. We glory in the name gf children, 
But then we wiſh to be treated as children— 
And children too, that have arrived at years of 
diſcretion. f 110 y 


But, if we are to judge from the late unge- 
nerous and. ill-digeſted plans of policy, which 
have been adopted by thoſe whom ſhe hath en- 
truſted with the powers of Adminiſtration, we 


cannot 


(5 F 
cannot but think, that they began to be jealous 
of our riſing glory, and, from an ill- grounded 


apprehenſion' of our aiming at independency, 
were deſirous of checking our growth, 


Yet why this unſcaſonable and unrighteous 
jealouſy ? We wiſh not to interfere with that 
commercial ſyſtem, which they have hitherto 
purſued, We have not even ſtretched our ex- 
pectations beyond the line which they them- 
ſelves had drawn. We wiſh not to poſicſs the 
golden groves of Aſia, to ſparkle in the public 
eye with jewels torn from the brows of weeping 
Nabobs, or to riot on the ſpoils of plundered 


provinces, We rather tremble for the parent 


ſtate, 


* Here perhaps it may bs objected, that the Americans do- 
with a very ill grace cenſure their Engliſh brethren, either for 
their iniquitous conqueſts in Aſia, or for the luxuries thereby 
introduced among them, whillt they themſelves are rioting- 
upon the labour of thouſands of their own ſpecies, torn away 
from their native retreats, from their deareſt relations and: 
friends, and doomed to a molt. abje& and perpetual ſlavery, 

In auſwer to this objection it may be aſked—— Where 
did this infamous commerce originate? And where is it ſtil} 
carried on with all the eagerneſs which avarice can inſpire ? 
Where, but in England — By what means can it be abo- 
Hſned? © Surely by that power alone, which America ac- 
knowledges the parent ſtate may juſtly exerciſe over all 
her dominions, vize the power of regulating their trade. — 
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fate, and would fain keep off from our own 
borders, thoſe luxuries, which may perhaps 
already have impaired her conſtitutional vigour. 
We only wiſh, that what we have, we may be 
able to call our own ; that thoſe fruits of honeſt 
induſtry, which our anceſtors had acquired, or 
thoſe which have been, or may be added to them 
by the ſweet of our own brows, ſhould not be 
wreſted from us by the hand of violence, but 
left to our own free diſpoſal ; ſatisfied as we are 
in our conſciences, that when coxsTITUTIONALLY 
called upon, we ſhall not give © cruporncLY 


OR OF NECESSITY,” but chearfully and liberally. 
And 


1s it not well known, that the legiſlatures of ſome of the 
colonies have done what they could to put a ſtop to the 
importation of African ſlaves, by loading it with the heavieſt 
duties? And that others have attemped the total abolition 
of it, by acts of aſſembly, which their Governor refuled to 
paſs, have then petitioned the parent ftate for new in- 
ſtructions to their Governors on this head, and after all, 
have failed of ſucceſs ? | 

It is however, devoutly to be wiſhed, that when a 
happy reconciliation once takes place, this poiſonous branch 
may entirely be ſhut out, before our great commercial 
ſtream becomes ſo infected by the contagion, as to en- 
danger the health and ſecurity of the whole empire. 
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And as to any pretenſions to, or even defire 
of independency, have we not openly diſavowed 
them in all our petitions, repreſentations and re- 
monſtrances ? Have we not repeatedly and ſo- 
lemly profeſſed an inviolable loyalty to the per- 
ſon, power, and dignity of our SoveREicn ; 
and unanimouſly declared, that it is not with 
HIM we contend, but with an envious Cloud of 
FALSE WITNESSES, that ſurround his throne, 
and intercept the ſunſhine of his favour from 
our oppreſſed Land ? 


If, notwithſtanding all this, BriTain, or ra- 
ther ſome degenerate ſons of BRITAIN, and ene- 
mies to our common Liberty, ſtill perſiſt in em- 
bracing a DzeLvu$1oN, and believing a Lit—if 
the ſword is ſtill unſheathed againſt us, and 
SUBMIT Or PERISH is the ſanguinary decree—why 
then — — 
I cannot cloſe the ſentence——Indulge a Mi- 
niſter of Jzsvs |! My ſoul ſhrinks back 
with horror from the tragic ſcene of fraternal 
ſlaughter——and the free ſpirit of the citizen is 
arreſted by. the tenderneſs of Goſpel Love. 
GRracious Gop! ſtop the precious effuſion of 
Britiſh and American blood too precious 

C to 
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to be ſpilt in any other cauſe than the joint in- 
tereſt of both againſt a common foe | ———, 


Pained, - as I am at this melancholy proſpect, 
I mean not, however, to decline addrefling you 
in your military capacity, and ſuggeſting ſuch a 
conduct for the preſervation of your temporal 
rights, as by the bleſſing of Heaven, will be 
moſt likely to enſure you ſucceſs. | 


„ STAND FaST” then, 

I. © Stand. faſt” by a ſtrong Faith and De- 
pendence upon Jesvs CukIST, the great Cap- 
tain of your Salvation. Enliſt under the Ban- 
ner of his Croſs. And let this motto be writ- 
ten upon your hearts: In hoc figno vinces, Un- 
der Ibis Standard thou Galt overtgme.” 


II. “ Stand faſt“ by a virtuous and unſhaken 
UNANIMITV. Of ſuch an unanimity, you have 
a moſt ſtriking example now before your eyes 
three millions of people, or a vaſt majority 
of them, bound by no other ties than thoſe of 
| honour and public virtue, voluntarily ſubmitting 
to the wiſe Political Determinations of an Ho- 


nourable 
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nourable Council of Delegates aſſembled by 
their own free and unbiaſſed choice. Avail 
- yourſelves of this illuſtrious example. Be una- 
nimous m your particular department. And as 
one refractory ſpirit may defeat the beſt-deviſed 
plan of operations, and throw your whole Corps 
into confuſion, fee that this unanimity be pro- 
ductive of a juſt and becoming SunorDINATION, 


Remember, the Gentlemen who command 
you are your Neighbours, Friends and Fellow- 
Citizens, who have their ALL at ſtake as well as 
you. Theirauthority has not been impoſed upon 
you, They were inveſted with it by yourſelves, 
'Tis ſurely your part then to ſupport them in 
the juſt execution of it; not doubting, but that 
on their part they will always conſider, that they 
are not called to lord it over mercenaries, but 
affeCtionately to command Freemen and Fellow- 
Sufferers. Accuſtom yourſelves, therefore, to 
diſcipline now; or elſe, when the day of trial 
comes, (which Heaven avert!) you wlll too late 
lament your unhappy neglect. 


III. «Stand faſt“ by an undaunted Courace 
and Macxnanimity, And here give me leave 
to 
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to remind you, that there is a Kind of courage, 
which ſeems to be merely animal or conſtitutio- 
nal.— This may ſtand a Soldier in good 
ſtead perhaps for a few moments amid the heat 
and fury of a battle, when his blood and ſpirits 
are ſet on fire by the warlike found of drums 
and trumpets. But I would have you poſſeſſed 
of more than this, even a courage that will 
prove you to be good Chriſtians, as well as good 
Soldiers, a firm invincible fortitude of ſoul, 
founded upon religion, and the glorious hope of 
a better world; a courage, that will enable you 
not only to withſtand an armed phalanx, to 
pierce a ſquadron, or force an entrenchment, 
when the cauſe of virtue and your country calls 
you to ſuch a ſervice, but will ſupport you, 


hkewiſe, againſt the principalities and powers of 
darkneſs, will ſtand by you under the aſſaults of 
pain and ſickneſs, and give you firmneſs and con- 
ſolation amid all the horrors. of a death. bed 
ſcene. 


Such a courage as this too will always be tem- 
pered with prudence, humanity, and greatneſs 


of ſoul. It will never degenerate into ſavage 
eruelty. and barbarity. If to ſpread undiſtin- 
| guiſhing 
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gulſhing ruin and devaſtation through a coun- 
try; if with more than Gothic rage, to break 
into the ſweet retreats of domeſtic felicity, and 
drive the aged and the helpleſs from their once 
quiet habitations——O my Gop ! if this be he- 
roiſm, if this be military virtue——ſuffer not 
our people to learn the deſtructive art. Let 
them rather continue to be injured and oppreſſed 
themſelves, than taught thus wantonly to injure 
and oppreſs others; This caution, however, is 
unneceſſary to you. Permit me, then, only to 
obſerve, that in our preſent circumſtances, we 
contend not for Victory, but for Liberty and 
Peace. | 


— 

Nor let me diſmiſs this head of advice with- 
out reminding you of the glorious ſtand that 
hath been already made for us by our northern 
Brethren, and calling upon you to thank Hea- 
ven for his great and gracious interpoſition. 
Surely © the Lord of Hoſts was with them,” — 
ſurely © the God of Jacob was their refuge. 
Drop a pious tear to the memory of the illuſtri- 


ous ſlain——and let them yet live in the annals 
of American Freedom, 


_ Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, & Stand faſt“ by a ſteady Consrar-. 
er and PERSEVERANCE. Difficulties unlooked 
for may yet ariſe, and trials preſent themſelves 
tufficient to ſhake the utmeſt firmneſs of human 
fortitude: Be prepared, therefore, for the worſt, 
Suffer not your ſpirits to evaporate by too vio- 
jent an ebullition now. Be not toq eager to 
bring matters to an extremity z leſt you ſhould 
be wearied out by a continued exertion, and 
your conſtancy ſhould fail you at the moſt im- 
portant criſis, Coolly and deliberately wait for 
thoſe events which are in the hands of Provi- 
dence, and depend upon him alone for ſtrength 
and expedients-ſuited to your neceſſities, 


In a word, my Brethren—though the worſt 
ſhould come—though we ſhould be deprived of 
all the conveniencies and elegancies of life — 
though we ſhould be cut off from all our uſual 
ſources of commerce, and conſtrained, as many 
of our poor Brethren have already been, to a- 
bandon our preſent comfortable habitations —— 
Jet us, nevertheleſs, « ſtand faſt” as the Guar- 
dians of II BERTY— And though we ſhould 
not be able to entertain the Heaven-born Maid, 
with ſuch affluence and ſplendor, as we have hi- 


cherto done, let us {till keep cloſe to her ſide, as 
| = 
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our inſeparable companion, preſerve her from 
the violence of her adverſaries, and, if at laſt 
neceſſary, be content to retire with her to thoſe 
peaceful, though homely retreats of rural life, 
in which ſhe was firſt entertained by our venera- 
ble Anceſtors determined to contend to the 
very laſt for ſuch an illuſtrious Prize, and never 
to part with her, but for the more ſure and 
compleat enjoyment of her bleſſings in a World 
of Glory, 


Now, therefore, be ſtrong, O Z erubabel, and 
be ſtrong, O Foſhua, the ſon of Foſedech the Higb- 
prieſt, and be ſtrong, O ye Counſellors, Generals, 
and People of the Land; For I am with you, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. Look unto me and be ſaved, 
all ye ends of the earth!” Even fo, grant, thou 
great and glorious Gop, that to thee only we 
may look, and from thee experience that deli- 
verance, which we aſk, not for any merits of 
our own, but for the ſake and through the me- 
rits of the dear Son of thy love CHRIST Jesvs 
our Lord! To whom, with thee, O F ATHER, 
and thee O BLESSED Spikrr! Three perſons in 
one eternal Gop, be aſcribed all honour, praiſe, 

and dominion, now, henceforth, and forever | 
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